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Abstract 

Only time will tell when the world begins to recover from the severe impact of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Auditors, particularly Supreme Audit Institutions 

(SAIs), will be able to provide insights into whether government systems are 

sound and prepared for a crisis of this magnitude, whether their responses are 

reasonable, and how they can make improvements in the future. So, is it 

auditors' holiday until then? far from it. 

Governments are taking drastic measures such as emergency laws, lockdowns 

and travel restrictions. They spend enormous resources to buy equipment and 

emergency medical supplies, build hospitals, provide stimulus money to pay 

the salaries of the underprivileged, and boost the economy. Checks, checks, and 

balances eroded, creating opportunities for corruption. Some SAIs are doing 

their best to mitigate these risks while others are watching how the situation 

evolves, but all are keen to learn from past experience and help limit the 

harmful effects of corruption. 

SAIs can play an important role during crises. In 2015, for example, South 

Korea's Board of Inspection and Audit (BAI) conducted an audit of the 

government's response to the MERS outbreak. This review found weaknesses 

in the response, including a lack of transparency and early detection training, 

as well as insufficient coordination and communication between authorities. 

The government and parliament moved quickly to address these weaknesses so 

that the country is better prepared for future pandemics 

Already in the midst of COVID-19, the Kuwait Audit Bureau has conducted a 

real-time audit, as part of its pre-audit mandate. They have reviewed more than 

$650 million in pandemic-related contracts to date and saved nearly $7 million. 

These examples illustrate what SAIs can contribute, whether through real-time 

audits to reduce fraud and corruption or post-crisis audits when countries face 

an economic downturn. SAIs need to continue to properly monitor the 

provision of public funds and public services. However, they face many 

challenges, including limited access to auditors, technology infrastructure, and 

connections to remote audits, along with high expectations from key 

stakeholders about the quality and timeliness of 

audits.
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